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GROUND-

boosting biodiversity and promoting natural pest control.

FIN DUNFORD

A Crafers West woman has been
nominated for a national soil
health award for her significant
contributions to viticulture and
agroecology.

Mary Retallack has spent 30 years

of her career restoring agricultural
landscapes and promoting soil health,
which has earned her a nomination for
the 2025 General Jeffrey Soil Health
Award.

Through her EcoVineyards Program,
Dr Retallack has supported more
than 6500 grape growers and 2300

winemakers adopt ecological practices
and reduce their carbon emissions.

Dr Retallack said the recognition was
“an exciting honor” that she hoped could
be used to promote the importance of
healthy soil for environmental and
human wellbeing to a new audience.
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The Hills will once again
play a leading role in the Tour
Down Under (TDU), after a
local council back-flipped over
its decision to pull funding
from the event.

Spectators will have the
chance to witness the world’s
best cyclists battle for the ochre
leader’s jersey at several Hills
towns across both the men’s and
womens races.
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“Soil health underpins the
profitability of agricultural
systems and the capacity for
us to nourish individuals and
communities with nutrient-
dense food,” she said.

“The good news is that we
have the solutions to move
quickly to address the long-term
degradation of soils.

“However, we must act now.”

A third-generation viticulturist
from the Riverland, Dr Retallack
began her career studying to
be a park ranger, which saw
her obtain bachelor of applied
science in conservation and
park management.

She coupled this with post-
graduate studies in natural
resource management, which
gave her “a solid grounding in
ecology” before progressing to a
PhD in viticulture.

Her role as an agroecologist
allowed her to “combine my
love of soil health, ecology and
wine grape production” and
her myriad expertise has been
underpinned by the philosophy
of “grow in harmony with
nature”.

The EcoVineyards program
employs ecologically-based
practices such as establishing
diverse native ground covers
and insectary plants to enhance
soil health, boost functional
biodiversity and promote natural
pest control in vineyards.

“Often, we can learn tolive with

weedy species in preference to
bare soil if they are not invasive
or noxious,” Dr Retallack said.

“In the short term weedy
species are preferable to bare
soil, (but) a better longer term
option is to plant bare soil or
areas with weedy species with
a diversity of functional and
locally adapted native ground
covers where possible.”

In the last five years, the
program has raised more than
$2.75m for  environmental
causes and in support of grape
growers, planted more than
100,000 native seedlings in
and around vineyards and
established 76 demonstration
sites in 14 wine regions across
Australia.

Dr Retallack intends for the
program to act as a mechanism
for the agricultural sector to
achieve a 50% reduction in
carbon emissions by 2030.

“We all depend on soil health
and encourage growers to make
healthy soils a core part of their
business,” she said.

“We are nature and what we
do to nature, we do to ourselves
— let’s nourish individuals,
production systems and
communities.”

Dr Retallack is one of three
nominees for the General
Jeffrey Soil Health Award, with
the winner to be announced at
the National Landcare Awards
in September.

The Courier | Local | Independent

O A
Jo

Crafers West resident Mary Retallack has been nominated for a national General Jeffrey
Soil Health Award for her significant contributions to soil health and agroecology.




